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Region / local area considered:  
 
FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA 
ITALIA 

Good practice submitted by  
 
ARES AGENZIA REGIONALE PER L’EDILIZIA 
SOSTENIBILE 

1) Short description of the action/strategy/project  
 
VEA valutazione energetico ambientale 
 
From 31 October 2011, the Friuli Venezia Giulia region has adopted a procedure for the as-
sessment of energy and environmental quality of buildings called Protocol VEA. As 
established by Regional Law August 18, 2005 n. 23, the main purpose of the Protocol is to 
promote a better quality of living in terms of comfort and to reduce the environmental im-
pact of buildings. 
 

2) Background/targets  
 
How did the idea for the strategy come up? What challenges (problems) was aimed to tack-
le by implementing this?  
 
The VEA certification is a tool to improve the quality of buildings. In Italy and Friuli Venezia 
Giulia energy and environmental quality of buildings is not very elevated, the national 
standard requires a minimum performance, and new construction and integral renovation 
within the limit itself, but few buildings have standards more high. 
 
The Protocol VEA is the regional implementation of the national protocol ITACA derived 
from international protocol SB Tool. 

3) Detailed project/program description 
 
Main objectives and long term and indirect benefits: 
 

 Search for a harmonious and sustainable development of the territory, urban and 
building environment. 

 Preserving the historical identity of the city and promote the maintenance of histori-
cal characters and typological buildings. 

 Contribute, through actions and measures, energy saving and use of renewable 
sources. 

 Build in a safe and healthy mode. 
 Search and apply sustainable building technologies from environmental, economic 

and social criteria. 
 Use materials of certified quality and eco-friendly. 
 Apply the building automation for the development of a new quality of living. 
 Promote vocational training, participatory planning and taking informed decisions in 

construction. 
 The strategy is being prepared to achieve the 20-20-20 targets and objectives of the 

EU Directive for energy buildings near zero in 2018/2020. 
 
Structure/organization that is implementing the strategy: 
Region Friuli Venezia Giulia e ARES Regional Agency for Sustainable Building 
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Target groups: 
 commissioner of a building 
 building companies 
 buyers or lenders of buildings 
 municipalities 

 
geographical level of implementation of the strategy: 
regional level 
 
How is the strategy/building project/instrument implemented? Through what 
steps/methods? 
Regional laws and regulations 
The certification VEA is done with the following steps: 

 certification of the design of the new building or of the renovation 
 update of the certification in case of changes in the design 
 certification "as built" at the end of the construction 
 insertion of the certification in the energy and environmental register of the buildings

 
How could this strategy/building project/instrument have been improved further? 
In the future, the certification VEA will extend to all types of building, to more destinations 
of use (in addition to residence and offices) and will also include environmental assess-
ments. 
 

4) Funding/financing/costs  
 
Financing: Public money for developing of the strategy and for ARES staff. 
 

5) Main results  
 
Nel primo quadrimestre del 2012 sono stati consegnati 75 certificati VEA. 
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6) Analysis – lessons learnt and success factors  
 
Unfortunately, the strategy has not yet been evaluated so we do not have data on the re-
sults. 
The difficulties that were encountered were mainly due to the lack of training by profession-
als, the difficulty in believing these new tools, and difficulties related to the implementation 
of the new certification because in this first period are in force both the current national 
energy certification and the certification VEA each with its own rules. 
We think, however, that the region is on track and that other regions can do the same im-
plementing the Protocol VEA or ITACA. 
It 's just need to adjust some evaluation criteria to the local situation and the strategy can 
be easily transferred. 
The tool is innovative because it not only analyze the energy performance of the building 
but also the environmental loads, consumption of resources, interior comfort .... 

7) Time frame 
 
from 2011, ongoing 
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8) Contact project 
owner 
 
Organisation: Regione 
Friuli Venezia Giulia 
ARES Agenzia Regionale per l’Edilizia Sostenibile 
Name contact person: Arch. Angela Sanchini 
Address: Viale della Vittoria, 9 – 33085 Maniago (PN) 
Phone: 0039 0427 709326 
Email: angela.sanchini@aresfvg.it 
Web site: www.aresfvg.it 
 


