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Region / local area considered:  
Alps 
Switzerland/Liechtenstein, exported 
in other countries 

Good practice submitted by CIPRA 

1) Short description of the action/strategy/project  
 
MINERGIE® is a sustainable quality label for new and refurbished buildings. It is mutually 
supported by the Swiss Confederation, the Principality of Liechtenstein, the Swiss Cantons 
along with trade and industries. This standard and the monitoring of the buildings are estab-
lished by the Minergie Association. 

2) Background/targets  
 
The Minergie idea was developed in 1994 by Heinz Uebersax and Ruedi Kriesi. The main 
aims of Minergie, considering that protecting the climate is the biggest challenge, are:  

 Comfortable buildings that are also beneficial to health 
 High energy-efficiency and drastic reduction of the use of fossil fuels such as oil, gas 

and coal 
 Inexpensive systems providing high long-term value of buildings 

 
In 1998 the present Minergie Association was founded, and its first standard, the Minergie 
label for low-energy-consumption buildings, was published. 
 
A tight collaboration with the stakeholders (enterprises) and the Swiss cantons has to be 
pointed out. All cantons accepted and support this label. They provide technical and finan-
cial support to the builders. 

3) Detailed project/program description  
For all categories of building except newly-built single-family homes the expected energy 
consumption per surface area must be declared and verified. For new single-family homes 
and apartment blocks 38 kWh/m²/year must not be exceeded. For refurbishment projects 
the limiting value is 60 kWh/m²/year. For reasons of simplicity, energy consumption for hot 
water preparation is included in these figures. For buildings at altitudes above 800 m, the 
limit values are increased. Depending on the building's category, various additional require-
ments are made: For single-family homes and apartment blocks, restaurants and indoor 
pools a ventilation system with heat recovery is compulsory. In this way, it can be guaran-
teed that Minergie buildings are not only energy-saving, but also are considered comfortable 
by their residents. 

In the last years, new labels with higher performances have been developed: Minergie – P 
(to be comparable to the German Passivehouse-standard), Minergie ECO, Minergie P ECO 
(ecological performance), Minergie A, Minergie P A (zero-energy, including grey energy and 
occupants consumption). 

Until today, around 30.000 Buildings with Minergie standard have been built all over the 
world (most of them, 25.000, in Switzerland). 

The certificate can be applied for public, commercial/industrial and private buildings. The 
Minergie Association gives mandates to regional partners (high schools, engineers). These 
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are the contact points in each canton, they can delegate the certification process to local 
partners again.  

4) Funding/financing/costs  
 
Costs for the builder: Delivery of the standard has to be paid (between 900 and 9000 CHF 
depending on the surface, type of building and level of certification). The applied standards 
don’t exceed official instructions in many cases, but they make them obligatory. Additional 
investment is needed for the ventilation-equipment. Also the calculations needed are the 
same as for the official “energetischer Nachweis” which has to be calculated for any com-
mercial/industrial building in Switzerland anyway. 

Funding:  
 In Switzerland, financial subsidies are delivered by each canton. See for example: 

http://www.minergie.ch/tl_files/download_fr/MINERGIE_Tableau_synoptique_subv_09.08.pdf 
 The “Building Program” finances renovation but also renewable energies. This pro-

gram is financed from the Swiss CO2 Tax and has at one's disposal 280 to 300 Mil-
lions of CHF each year. 

 Some banks deliver attractive credits for Minergie constructions or refurbishment. 
http://www.minergie.ch/tl_files/download/Banken.pdf  

 Databank for financial possibilities: http://www.energiefranken.ch/  
 
Costs are 3 to 10% maximum higher than normal construction. According to Minergie, re-
turns on investments after 7 years (Source: minergie, other websites would say 30 years.)  
As all cantons accepted the certificate, they provide a contact person. The amount of sup-
port this contact point provides depends on the canton. Mostly they employ private enter-
prises for the certification process, which are paid by the building owner. 
 

5) Main results  
 
Quantity: Today around 30.000 buildings have Minergie standard. 
Quality: Certification is done on the basis of planning values and thus offers no guarantee 
that these values are actually met. Research by the University of Applied Sciences, Business 
and Social Work in St. Gallen, Switzerland, has proven that refurbishment projects and sin-
gle family homes are better than the standard. Larger residential buildings sometimes do 
not quite meet the standards. 
 

6) Analysis – lessons learnt and success factors  
 
Minergie is foreseen as a powerful driving force in the renovation of existing buildings and in 
the construction of new ones. It provides recommendations on concepts for sustainable 
construction, renovation and operation of buildings. At the same time, Minergie promotes 
regional markets for sustainable buildings, to create business opportunities for innovative 
builders, investors, enterprises and authorities.  
 
Minergie provided success factors compared to other approaches of the nineties: 

- Comfortable buildings by making ventilation compulsory 
- Inexpensive systems providing high long-term value of buildings 
- Inexpensive standards, mostly by making existing requirements compulsory 
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- Additional costs of only 10% for the building owner 
 
Strengths can also be criticized: Minergie took the monopole of quality labels in Switzerland: 
other labels of concepts are not considered (image, financing...). In the other countries, it is 
difficult to use this label which is not always comparable to the national standards. Interest-
ing for public buildings? 
 
Limits: global concept, external site and mobility are not taken into account. Overhead costs 
and return on investment can really be measured? 
 

7) Time frame 
 
Label started in 1994, officially in 1998, ongoing 
The label is constantly improving with news standards (A, P, ECO) 
 

8) Contact project owner 
 
Web site: http://www.minergie.ch/home_en.html 
 
Inquiries for International Cooperation 
MINERGIE® Building Agency 
St. Jakobs-Strasse 84 
CH-4132 Muttenz 
Phone: +41 61 467 45 10, 
mail: agentur@minergie.ch 
 

MINERGIE® Head Office 
Steinerstrasse 37 
CH-3006 Bern  
Phone: +41 31 350 40 60  
mail: info@minergie.ch 

 

 

 

 


